Risk assessment for primary school visits. 
Before the visit:

1. The teacher will be sent this farm risk assessment on booking and before any pre-visit as a part of the planning process. The teacher can then discuss any additional risks and any of the children's special needs. 
2. Please can Teachers a) bring their standard 1st Aid box b) ensure pupils bring their own drinks and c) ensure children wear suitable clothes - wellies are best as they can be washed before returning. d) Let us know what vehicles there will be – how many minibuses and cars; we can then keep children away from any moving vehicles.
3. Before school visits we spend a considerable amount of time checking that the areas we will visit are as safe as possible.

4. Teachers are invited to make a pre-visit if they would like to.
At the start of each visit there will be a short safety discussion WITH the children, so that they understand the risks and know that they need to be sensible and follow instructions. We will discuss the importance of:

1. Not going off on their own.

2. Not playing/climbing on machines, equipment or bales.
3. Not eating berries from the hedges without permission - or eating anything they find anywhere.
4. Being aware of barbed wire, brambles and nettles.

5. Not sucking their thumbs or fingers and washing their hands well at the end of the visit, using soap and paper towels.
6. Not drinking our tap water, as it is untreated water from a well.
During the visit: 
1. During visits farm equipment will not be in routine use. 
2. School staff and the farmer will together look out for any child who might be doing (or even thinking of doing!) anything dangerous – and stop them.
The Risk Assessment form is on page 2.

	Hazard
	Measures taken to prevent the problem
	Likeli-hood 

1-10
	Serious-ness

1-10
	L X S

Under 25 acceptable

	Injuries caused by children climbing on/playing on farmyard equipment.
	Warn children not to do this at the start of their visit.

We secure/rope off any dangerous equipment that is close to any places they will visit.
	3
	5
	15

	Injuries caused by cars/mini buses being parked/unparked.
	Make sure that children are not anywhere near school mini buses which are turning round etc. Supervise car parking if necessary.
	1
	7
	7

	Upset stomachs/illness resulting from catching a bug from farm animals, dung, farm feeds or equipment, or from eating poisonous berries/plants.
	Warn children not to lick or suck their fingers at the start of visit – and remind. 

Make sure children don't 'try' animal foods and only try 'wild' foods under supervision.

Provide hand wipes for children who have got messy during the visit - and ensure they have a very good wash eg if they got dung on their hands/clothes.
Provide wellie washing facilities.
Make sure all children wash their hands well before leaving the farm.
	2
	8
	16

	Ticks - removal and irritation.

Lyme disease following having a tick
	Advice on preventing ticks – trousers tucked in to socks. Checking after visit.
Info on recognising symptoms and quick visit to Dr.
	2

1
	2

7
	4

7

	Slips, falls, cuts and scratches.
	Safety talk with children including nettles and barbed wire - then keep reminding! Avoid very steep or muddy areas. Ask children to wear wellies or boots.
	2
	4
	8


